C34H3oN8Ni02, monoclinic, P\2\ln\ (no. 14), a = 14.048(4) A, b = 4.7256(1) A, c = 21.491(6) A, P = 99.10(1)°, V= 1408.7 k\ Z = 2, R gt (F) = 0. 054, wR[et(F) = 0.059, T= 293 K.
Discussion
The crystal structure of the title compound is built up by the centro-symmetric completely planar metal complex molecules, (the atoms Nl/Nla/N21/N21a and N20/N20a/N30/N30a show no deviation from the least-squares planes). The essential feature is the orthorhombic (compressed) environment around nickel with two trans metal to isoindole nitrogen distances d(Ni-Nl) = 2.077(3) A and two trans metal to pyridine nitrogen distances rf(Ni-N21) = 1.887(3) A. With respect to the bond distances of the four bridging nitrogen atoms N20/N20a/N30/N30a, e.g. d(N30-C6) = 1.375(5) A and d(N30-C29) = 1.283(5) A, the title compound should be described as a non-aromatic metal chelate, where two trans pyridine units are linked via a single bonds to two trans isoindole units. Along the b axis a columnar structure is built up by stacks of tilt metal complexes, leading to a significantly enlarged intermolecular distance d(Ni-Ni) = 4.7256(1) A. We predict that the pseudo-octahedral environment of the nickel atom (with respect to the additional intermolecular atoms N20 and N20a of the neighbouring metal complexes) stabilizes this stacking along the b axis. This new structure differs from the previously reported structure of hemiporphyrazinato nickel(II) [2] , which shows cofacial stacking of the non-planar, distorted saddle-shaped molecules and an intermolecular Ni~Ni distance of 3.7637(4) A. 
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